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Statement of intent 

At Holy Family, we learn believe and seek to make the right choices as God’s children. We also 

believe that  each child is made in the image and likeness of God, and given a special mission to be 

a “change-maker” in the world, whether this be in their own family, their local community or wider 

world.  

As such, we aim to support all children in developing the values, skills, knowledge and 

understanding to enable them to fulfil their God-given role. Where children are from 

disadvantaged backgrounds, it is vital to ensure that the provision we put in place also helps to 

fully address any barriers to learning that they encounter due to their home circumstances. 

In order to do this, it is important that children from disadvantaged backgrounds receive carefully 

targeted support based on a secure knowledge and understanding of the barriers to learning they 

face. At Holy Family, we always aim to identify these barriers at the earliest possible point and 

immediately put in place highly effective support programmes based on research from the 

Education Endowment Fund and others. These programmes are regularly reviewed in order to 

ensure that they are having the best outcomes for all children, including the non-disadvantaged. 

Adjustments are made “in year” as required. 

Our Pupil Premium strategy dovetails seamlessly with our overall curriculum intent and should be 

understood within this context. The barriers to learning set out below reflect some deep -seated 

socio-economic issues which do not lend themselves to quick fixes. For example, a low level of 

cultural capital or highly limited vocabulary cannot be fixed with one intervention alone. Therefore, 

our strategy aims to use our pupil premium money to support these barriers consistently over a 

number of years as a longer-term investment in the academic future of our children. 

Barriers to learning:  

Low attendance and High Persistent Absence.                                                                                                                

Missed / forgotten learning due to school closures could affect slower progress rates towards end 

of key stage expectations / attainment and generally across the school.                                                                 

Low starting points on entry to EYFS                                                                                                                           

Less reading of high-quality texts during school closures                                                                                          

Limited cultural, educational experiences including extra-curricular activities                                                                                  

Safeguarding, mental health & emotional barriers to learning                                                                                                

Lack of support from home with learning                                                                                                                                                           

Poor diet and health                                                                   

At Holy Family, we have found that these factors contribute significantly to children not learning to 

read easily or quickly and that disadvantaged children need to build resilience in learning and a 

self-belief and self-confidence that learning is something in which they can succeed. Our Pupil 

Premium spending is heavily directed at such intervention programmes. 


