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Science Curriculum 



At Holy Family, we recognise the importance of Science in every aspect of daily life. As one of the core subjects 

taught in Primary Schools, we give the teaching and learning of Science the prominence it requires. Our 

curriculum will recognise that as children grow up in an increasingly technologically and scientifically advanced 

world, they need to be scientifically literate to succeed. We understand the importance of maintaining the 

curiosity children have established in the EYFS; therefore we deliver a curriculum with scientific enquiry at its 

heart. Teachers plan engaging and exciting lessons, adapting each lesson to meet the needs of individual 

children. Our school intends to make learning in Science accessible to all. The Science curriculum will encourage 

all pupils to believe in themselves; develop a ‘can do’ attitude and contribute to a positive learning culture.

The programme of study set out a sequence of knowledge and concepts on a year by year basis. It is vital that, 

while ensuring children make progress, they also have a secure understanding of each key block of knowledge 

and concepts in order to move onto the next stage. The curriculum matches the National Curriculum in terms of 

expectations. It is also a spiral curriculum where topic areas are revisited and previous knowledge is built upon 

helping the children to learn and understand more.

Intent



Each class has one dedicated lesson per week during which they will engage in purposeful scientific activity. 

The skills and knowledge that it taught directly matches the expectations of the National Curriculum which 

aims to ensure that all pupils:

• develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the disciplines of biology, chemistry 

and physics

• develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science through different types of 

science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world around them

• are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and implications of science, 

today and for the future

The science curriculum is a question based curriculum using Developing Experts as the vehicle for teaching 

the scientific knowledge each child needs to acquire. Through the units of work the children are given the 

opportunity to develop their scientific enquiry skills which are research using secondary sources, 

comparative and fair testing, observing over time, pattern seeking and identifying, classifying and grouping.

The curriculum allows for the development of both conceptual and substantive knowledge. 

Implementation



At Holy Family we aim to equip the children with the knowledge, skills and understanding so that they are able 

to readily remember information that previously learned. This equips them to be read to assimilate new learning 

whilst honing their scientific enquiry skills. 

At Holy family we aim for all of children to see themselves as young scientists who are able to make sense of 

the world around them. Our curriculum is designed to develop enquiring minds, encouraging the children to 

develop a questioning mind concerning scientific concepts.

We have high expectations for all of our young scientists at Holy Family and are aspirational that through high 

quality teaching that they are always ready for the next stage of learning.

Impact
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Inclusion in Science

Inclusion

Science is accessible to learners of all abilities at Holy Family. Lessons are always adapted and 

adjusted, allowing all pupils to be successful scientists and reach their full potential.

Adaptations may include:

Adult/peer support

Adult scribing for pupils

Concrete and visual approaches to aid understanding

Pre-teaching vocabulary/new concepts

Simplifying scientific language

Scaffolding e.g. pre-made tables/charts/graphs 

At Holy Family we believe that there are no barriers to learning in science.



Reading in Science

Reading

In each unit of work, the children are explicitly taught and expected to use scientific vocabulary, 

accurately and precisely.

Reading is deliberately planned into science lessons, for example, children working scientifically to 

research scientific evidence.

.

In EYFS and KS1, children are exposed to a variety of carefully selected high quality texts linked to the 

science units. Teachers share these texts during book talk and children are able to borrow them from their 

class lending library, to share with a grown-up at home. This encourages the children to engage with the 

wonderful world of science outside of the science lesson.

Teachers make excellent use of Salford City Council’s well-resourced library service, borrowing high 

quality texts linked to their science topics, for children to read for pleasure.



Science on a page 



I’m a Holy Family Scientist


