Welcome to

EYFS Unit

Have a look at our learning environment!

Meet the Staff

Miss Scott
Nursery Teacher

EYFS Lead

Mrs Michael

Teaching
Assistant

Mrs Micaela

Teaching
Assistant

Miss O’Rourke

Reception Teacher

Miss Ormiston

Teaching
Assistant




Important Information

School Times
School doors open at 8.45am and school starts at 9am. We have an open-door policy
in the EYFS Unit, meaning that we welcome parents to come inside the Unit to be
involved with their child’s learning. The school day finishes at 3pm for Nursery and 3.15pm for Reception.

Please make sure your child arrives in school on time and is collected promptly. If you are going to be late please
let the school office know. If you arrive late to school in the morning you must take your child to the school office.
If someone else will be picking up your child you must inform us and try to introduce us to the person that will be
picking them up.

All children in the EYFS Unit must be walked up to their classroom door by an adult. Children must not arrive at
school without an adult.

Dinners

All children in the EYFS will be given a school dinner. The Reception children are eligible for free school meals;
therefore, Reception children will not be charged. The Nursery children will be charged £2.20 per day for their
meals, payable via the school grid online system (further information about this will be provided by school).
Depending on your circumstances you may be eligible for free school meals for your Nursery child. Please contact
the school office for more information about this. There is information on our school website about the meals that
the children will receive.

Snack

All children in the EYFS Unit receive milk, and a snack or fruit every morning. As part of your child’s ‘Health and
Self-care’ education we introduce the children to different foods during our snack time. We ask for a contribution
of £5, per half term, towards the cost of snack. This snack money helps us to enhance some of the areas and buy
some resources for indoor and outdoor play, for example, towards buying resources for playdough.

Birthdays

Children’s birthdays are celebrated in school by the singing of, ‘Happy Birthday’.

If you wish to bring in birthday cake to share with the class, we ask that you bring the cake in prepared for the
children to take home i.e. cut into 30 pieces. Alternatively, if you wish to come in at the end of the day to show
the class your child’s cake you are more than welcome to do that. However, we ask that you would then take
responsibility for cutting up the cake and giving it out with your child.

Clothing

At Holy Family we have a school uniform and all children are expected to wear it. Our school uniform can be
bought from the school office. Please make sure that your child has all of their clothing clearly labelled
BEFORE they start school in September. This also includes shoes and wellington boots.

We have a covered play area and play outside every day of the year. It is important that your child comes to
school suitably dressed. Children are encouraged to be independent in putting on and taking off outdoor wear.

Shoes

Children are NOT allowed to wear shoes with laces. Children are expected to wear shoes that they can take off
and put on independently. Shoes with Velcro fastenings are appropriate.

Shoes need to be practical for the weather and the children will be encouraged to change in and out of wellingtons
independently. As part of the EYFS Curriculum we will assess children on their independence skills, therefore, as a
parent and primary educator we ask for you to help prepare your children for Nursery or Reception by encouraging
their independence skills.

Trays
Each child has a tray and peg for his or her belongings. This is where they store independent work to take home,
reading books and letters etc.

Accidents and Illnesses

If your child is taken ill in school, we will contact you as soon as possible. Please make sure that we have your
contact details and that they are up to date. Please make sure you are accessible AT ALL TIMES.

If your child bumps his/her head you will be asked to come to school and see your child. It is your responsibility to
decide if your child is fit to remain on the premises or if he/she needs to go home. An accident form will be
completed, by staff, for any accident that occurs on school premises.




Toothbrushing

From September we will be supporting children to brush their teeth at school to
encourage them to look after their dental health. A consent letter is enclosed in
your welcome pack.

Special Events

During the year you will be invited to attend special assemblies and productions,
such as, our Christmas production. You may also be asked if you would like to accompany us on some of our trips
out. We also have lots of visitors that regularly come to see us, like our community PCSO. We also have regular
visits from the road safety team, local library staff, dental teams and the school nurse as part of our curriculum.

Home Learning

Your child will receive a home learning task via class dojo. Every half term you will be informed of their topic and
tasks to be completed at home. As your child’s primary educator, we ask that you support us in engaging the
children with their topics by completing this work.

New to Nursery

Preparing your child

All of the staff in the EYFS Unit are here to help your child. However, it is important that your child is as
independent as possible when they come to school. In preparation, you could teach your child how to be more
independent by teaching them how to change their shoes, how to dress independently and how to use cutlery.

Starting Nursery

Children start Nursery in small groups. This gives the children a chance to settle in and for the staff to get to know
each child individually. This allows the children time to be introduced to the Unit’s rules and routines. Once your
child is settled the amount of time they spend in school will be increased. This is done on an individual basis. Your
class teacher will keep you informed of this information.

Change of Clothes
Please make sure that your child has a clearly labelled change of clothes in their pump bag in case of any
accidents. Children should all be toilet trained BEFORE starting our Nursery.

PE
Children need a pair of black pumps to change into for PE lessons. PE kit is a white t-shirt and black shorts.

Arriving at school
Our doors open at 8.45am and we welcome parents to stay with their child and play in the learning environment
until the school day starts at 9am.

Phonics

Your child will receive a twenty-minute Little Wandle phonics session every day. Your child will complete Phase
One in Nursery. Phase One falls largely within the Communication, Language and Literacy area of learning in the
Early Years Foundation Stage. It also draws on and promotes other areas of learning described in the Early Years
Foundation Stage (EYFS), particularly Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Creative Development,
where, for example, music plays a key part in developing children’s language. You will be informed about how you
can consolidate support your child’s phonics learning at home.

Reading

Your child will receive a book bag within their first couple of weeks in Nursery. The first books they will receive
will be picture books so that you can talk about stories at home with your child. We would like you to support us
in developing a love of reading. We encourage you to discuss the book with your child to further develop their
early language and comprehension skills. You are expected to read with your child every night.

Numeracy

We focus on numbers 1-5, number facts and begin to form numbers 1-5. We explore 2D and some 3D shapes,
positional language. You can support your child with counting objects at home and identifying familiar objects in
the environment. From September we will be using the White Rose maths programme.




Moving on to Reception

Building on from Nursery

Your child is in the same setting where they are already familiar with the staff and environment. We will be
building on existing learning and consolidating what the children have learned in Nursery. We will prepare the
children for their transition to Reception.

Phonics

This year the children begin Phase Two and complete Phase Three and Phase Four of ‘Little Wandle’. Phase Two
introduces the children to the formation of letters and blending for reading. It will support linking sounds and
letters in the order in which they occur in words, and naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. You can
help your child over the holidays by helping them to recognise the letters in the alphabet and talking about the
sounds that words start with. This year the children will make huge amounts of progress learning to read and
write. You will be informed about how you can consolidate support your child’s phonics learning at home. There
are many interactive games on the internet that can help to aid your child’s learning. However, there is no
comparison to instilling a love of reading in to your child by reading with them every night.

Reading

Your child will receive a book bag within their first couple of weeks in Reception. The first books they will receive
will be picture books so that you can talk about stories at home with your child. We will then move onto early
reading books with words that can be sight recognised and cvc words that have been learned in phonics. You are
expected to read with your child every night. Your child needs to bring their book bag in to school EVERY DAY.

Numeracy

In numeracy we will build on what the children already know working with 10 to begin with and then 20. From
September we will be using the White Rose maths programme.

At home you could help to prepare your child by counting objects so the children learn 1:1 correspondence and
look at numbers to help them with number recognition. You could also help them to spot 2D shapes in the
environment and begin to spot some 3D shapes. You could also help them with positional language by showing
them what behind, next to, above and in front of means. There are lots of games that help children with these
skills such as, snakes and ladders.

Homework

Your child will receive homework links tasks via class dojo. You can help your child at home by engaging in fine
motor skills activities that will prepare them to start writing. These activities include, cutting, sewing and
threading. You can also start to encourage your child to use a tripod grasp with pencils at home. You could also
start to write the letters in the alphabet and talk about capital letters and lowercase letters.




