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Article 3 (Best interests of the child): The best interests of children must be the primary 
concern in making decisions that may affect them. All adults should do what is best for children. 
When adults make decisions, they should think about how their decisions will affect children. This 
particularly applies to budget, policy and law makers. 

 
 Article 4 (Protection of rights): Governments have a responsibility to take all available 
measures to make sure children’s rights are respected, protected and fulfilled. When countries 
ratify the Convention, they agree to review their laws relating to children. This involves 
assessing their social services, legal, health and educational systems, as well as levels of 
funding for these services. Governments are then obliged to take all necessary steps to ensure 
that the minimum standards set by the Convention in these areas are being met. They must 
help families protect children’s rights and create an environment where they can grow and 
reach their potential. In some instances, this may involve changing existing laws or creating new 
ones. Such legislative changes are not imposed, but come about through the same process by 
which any law is created or reformed within a country. 

 
Article 41 of the Convention points out the when a country already has higher legal 
standards than those seen in the Convention, the higher standards always prevail. 

 
Article 12 (Respect for the views of the child): When adults are making decisions that affect 
children, children have the right to say what they think should happen and have their opinions 
taken into account. This does not mean that children can now tell their parents what to do. This 
Convention encourages adults to listen to the opinions of children and involve them in decision-
making -- not give children authority over adults. 

 
Article 30 (Children of minorities/indigenous groups): Minority or indigenous children have 
the right to learn about and practice their own culture, language and religion. The right to 
practice one’s own culture, language and religion applies to everyone; the Convention here 
highlights this right in instances where the practices are not shared by the majority of people in 
the country. 

 
Article 28: (Right to education): All children have the right to a primary education, which 
should be free. Wealthy countries should help poorer countries achieve this right. Discipline in 
schools should respect children’s dignity. For children to benefit from education, schools must 
be run in an orderly way – without the use of violence. Any form of school discipline should take 
into account the child's human dignity. Therefore, governments must ensure that school 
administrators review their discipline policies and eliminate any discipline practices involving 
physical or mental violence, abuse or neglect. The Convention places a high value on 
education. Young people should be encouraged to reach the highest level of education of which 
they are capable. 

 
 Article 29 (Goals of education): Children’s education should develop each child’s personality, 
talents and abilities to the fullest. It should encourage children to respect others, human rights 
and their own and other cultures. It should also help them learn to live peacefully, protect the 
environment and respect other people. Children have a particular responsibility to respect the 
rights their parents, and education should aim to develop respect for the values and culture of 
their parents. The Convention does not address such issues as school uniforms, dress codes, the 
singing of the national anthem or prayer in schools. It is up to governments and school officials in 
each country to determine whether, in the context of their society and existing laws, such matters 
infringe upon other rights protected by the Convention. 
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1. AIMS 

Our SEND policy aims to: 

 to create an environment that meets the special educational needs of each child 
in order that they can achieve their learning potential and engage in activities 
alongside pupils who do not have SEND 

 to ensure that the special educational needs of children are identified, assessed 
and provided for; 

 Identify and monitor a child’s needs at the earliest possible stage and review at 
6-week cycles; 

 to make clear the expectations of all partners in the process; 

 to enable all children to have full access to all elements of the school 
curriculum; 

 to ensure support for pupils with medical conditions full inclusion in all school 
activities by ensuring consultation with health and social care professionals 

 ensure procedures for identifying SEND are known by everyone; 

 work in partnership with parents, pupils and external agencies that may support 
the child; 

 adequate records follow the child through the school which are clear, factual, up 
to date and reliable; 

 through reasonable adjustments to enable all children to have full access to all 
elements of the school curriculum; 

 
The schools Local Offer and SEND report support this policy and are available to view 

on the school website. 

 

2. LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE 

This policy and information report is based on the statutory Special Educational 
Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice and the following legislation: 

Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014, which sets out schools’ 
responsibilities for pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. 

The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014, which set out 
schools’ responsibilities for Educational, Health and Care Plans (EHCP), 
Special Educational Needs and Disability Co-ordinator (SENDCO) and the 
SEND information report. 

 

3. DEFINITIONS 

A pupil has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special 
educational provision to be made for them. 

 

 They have a learning difficulty or disability if they have: 

 A significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the 
same age, or 

 A disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of facilities of a 
kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools 

 Special educational provision is educational or training provision that is 
additional to, or different from, that made generally for other children or young 
people of the same age by mainstream schools. Children with special 
educational needs have learning difficulties that call for special provision to be 
made. All children may have special needs at some time in their lives. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/part/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/contents/made
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 A child must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the 
language or form of language of the home is different from the language in 
which he or she is or will be taught. 

 

4. IDENTIFICATION 
The SEND Code of Practice (2014) states that there are four broad areas of need 
for children with a special educational need. These are: 

 Communication and interaction 

 Cognition and learning 

 Social, emotional and mental health difficulties 

 Sensory and/or physical needs. 
 

At this school we use Salford City Council descriptors of special educational 
provision expectations document to support a graduated approach to children’s 
needs: 

 Band A 

 Band B 

 Band C 

5. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES AT HOLY FAMILY 

5.1 Class Teachers 

Teachers respond to children’s needs by: 

 Providing support for children who need help with communication, language 
and literacy 

 Planning to develop children’s understanding through the use of all available 
senses and experiences 

 Planning for children’s full participation in learning, and in physical and practical 
activities 

 Helping children to manage and own their behavior and to take part in learning 
effectively and safely 

 Helping individuals to manage their emotions, particularly trauma or stress, and 
to take part in learning 

 Works closely with any teaching assistants or specialist staff to plan and assess 
the impact of support and interventions and how they can be linked to 
classroom teaching 

 Works with the SENDCO to review each pupil’s progress and development and 
decides on any changes to provision 

 
5.2 The SENDCO 

The SENDCO is Miss Haswell 

The SENDCO: 

 Works with the headteacher and SEND governor to determine the strategic 
development of the SEND policy and provision in the school 

 Has day-to-day responsibility for the operation of this SEND policy and the co- 
ordination of specific provision made to support individual pupils with SEND, 
including those who have EHCP 

 Provides professional guidance to colleagues and works with staff, parents, and 
other agencies to ensure that pupils with SEND receive appropriate support and 
high quality teaching 

 Advises on the deployment of the school’s delegated budget and other 
resources to meet pupils’ needs effectively 
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 Is the point of contact for external agencies, especially the Local Authority and 
its support services. 

 Liaises with potential next providers of education to ensure pupils and their 
parents are informed about options and a smooth transition is planned 

 Works with the headteacher and governing board to ensure that the school 
meets its responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010 with regard to reasonable 
adjustments and access arrangements 

 Ensures the school keeps the records of all pupils with SEND up to date 

 Has achieved the NASENCO award. 

5.3 The SEND governor 

The SEND governor: Mrs Brierley 

 Helps to raise awareness of SEND issues at governing meetings 

 Monitors the quality and effectiveness of SEND provision within the school and 
updates the governors on this 

 Works with the headteacher and SENDCO to determine the strategic 
development of the SEND policy and provision in the school 

 
5.4 The Headteacher 

The Headteacher: Miss Riley 

 Works with the SENDCO and SEND governor to determine the strategic 
development of the SEND policy and provision in the school 

 Has overall responsibility for the provision and progress of learners with SEND 

 

6. IDENTIFICATION, ASSESSMENT AND PROVISION 

At Holy Family all staff follow this sequence: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6.1 Wave 1 (blue form to be completed by class teacher appendix 1) 

 Children who are not making expected progress will be identified after 1 term 
and raised with the SENDCO by the class teacher. Close monitoring, clear
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short term targets and consideration of all factors will be given. This is called a 
Wave 1 Form. Parents will be notified at this point by the class teacher. 

 After initial discussions with the SENDCO, the child’s class teacher will be 
responsible, through quality first teaching for working with the child on a daily 
basis and ensuring delivery of any individualised programme in the classroom. 
Parents will continue to be consulted and kept informed of the action taken to 
help their child, and of the outcome of any action.

 

6.2 Wave 2 Provision Mapping (to be completed by SENDCO and class teacher 
appendix 2) 

 Failure to make progress will then require a provision map to be completed and 
the child is added to the SEND school register. Careful consideration is then 
given by the class teacher and SENDCO as to what support is required and 
what achievable targets are set. Parents will be notified at this point by the 
SENDCO of actions that school is taking.

 A profile for each child is compiled, containing an overview of all relevant 
information relating to the learning needs of that child and including their views 
and their parents’ views (appendix 3 )

 Targeted intervention both in class and outside of class will now take place. 
Interventions will focus on the child’s needs / weakness and usually take place 
in small groups in the afternoon.

 Provision maps are reviewed in a 6 weekly cycle to ensure that barriers to 
learning do not continue to exist.

 Observations - all children who have a provision map at Holy Family will be 
observed by the SENDCO in class each half term to support the class teacher 
and ensure that any further barriers to learning are identified. Parents are 
notified of the outcomes of any observations by the SENDCO.

 
6.3 Adaptations to the curriculum and learning environment 

We make the following adaptations to ensure all pupils’ needs are met: 

 Adaptive Teaching to ensure all pupils are able to access it, for example, 
by grouping, 1:1 work, teaching style, content of the lesson, etc.

 Adapting our resources and staffing

 Using recommended aids, such as laptops, coloured overlays, visual 
timetables, larger font, etc.

 Adaptive Teaching, for example, giving longer processing times, pre- 
teaching of key vocabulary, reading instructions aloud, etc.

 

6.4 Reasons for a child being added to the SEND register after wave 1 intervention 

may include the fact that he/she: 

 Makes little or no progress, even when teaching approaches are targeted 
particularly in a child’s identified area of weakness.

 Shows signs of difficulty in developing English or Maths skills which result in 
poor attainment in some curriculum areas.

 Presents persistent emotional or behavioural difficulties which are not improved 
by the behaviour management techniques usually employed in the school.

 Has sensory or physical problems, and continues to make little or no progress, 
despite the provision of specialist equipment.

 Has communication and / or interaction difficulties, and continues to make little 
or no progress.

 

All SEND children’s files are kept safely by the SENDCO and information is saved online 
on Edukey. 

Class teachers have access to the children’s profiles and provision maps online. 
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6.5 Use of Outside Agencies 

These services may become involved if a child continues to make little or no progress 
despite considerable input and adaptations. They will use the child’s records in order to 
establish which strategies have already been employed and which targets have 
previously been set. 

 

The external specialist may act in an advisory capacity, or provide additional specialist 
assessment or be involved in teaching the child directly. The child’s individual targets 
will set out strategies for supporting the child’s progress. These will be implemented, at 
least in part, in the normal classroom setting. 

 
Outside agencies may become involved if the child: 

 Continues to make little or no progress in specific areas over a long period.

 Continues working substantially below that expected of children of a similar 
age.

 Continues to have difficulty in developing English and mathematical skills.

 Has emotional, wellbeing, involvement and/or interaction difficulties which 
regularly and substantially interfere with the child’s own learning or that of the 
class group.

 Has sensory or physical needs and requires additional specialist equipment or 
regular advice or visits by a specialist service.

 Has an ongoing communication or interaction difficulty that impedes the 
development of social relationships and cause substantial barriers to learning.

 Despite having received intervention, the child continues to fall behind the level 
of his peers.

 
We work with the following agencies to provide support for pupils with SEN: 

 Hearing Impaired Services

 Visually Impaired Services

 Educational Psychologist – Our Educational Psychologist is Stephanie Pipe.

 Occupational Therapist

 Speech and Language Therapist – Our Core Speech and Language Therapist 
(SaLT) is Cath Slater

 Buy-In SaLT work closely with our Early Years Unit

 Learning Support Services

 Educational Welfare Officer is Amanda Thomas

 School Counsellor is Anna Sullivan

 School Nurse is Sue Price
 

6.6 Wave 3 If progress is still slower than expected the SENDCO will make a referral to 
Salford Learning Support Services via the referral system for advice regarding 
specialist or personalised provision that may be required. Parents will be notified of this 
referral by the SENDCO. 

 
6.7 Assessing and reviewing pupils' progress towards outcomes as part of the 

provision map cycle will follow the graduated approach and the four-part cycle of 
assess, plan, do, review. 

Assessment reviews with the SENDCO and class teacher will draw on the following 
information: 

 The teacher’s assessment and experience of the pupil

 The attendance of the pupil in school
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 Their previous progress and attainment and behaviour

 Other teachers’ assessments, where relevant

 The individual’s development in comparison to their peers and national data

 The views and experience of parents

 The pupil’s own views

 Advice from external support services, if relevant 

The assessment will be reviewed every 6 weeks.

6.8 Education Health Care Plans 

Requests for EHCPs will be made at the earliest possible opportunity. Following liaison 
with Salford Learning Support Services a request may be made by the school to the LA 
if the child has demonstrated significant cause for concern. The LA will be given 
information about the child’s progress over time, and will also receive documentation in 
relation to the child’s special educational needs and/or disabilities and any other action 
taken to deal with those needs, including any resources or special arrangements put in 
place. 

The evidence will include: 

 Previous targets for the pupil and if they have met them.

 Provision Maps and details of interventions that have taken place

 Records of regular reviews and their outcomes.

 Records of the child’s health and medical history where appropriate.

 Where the child is working at in literacy and numeracy.

 Education and other assessments, for example from an advisory specialist 
support teacher or Educational Psychologist.

 Views of the parents.

 Views of the child.

 Attendance
 

The parents of any child who is referred for statutory assessment will be kept fully 
informed of the progress of the referral. Children with an Education Health and Care 
plan will be reviewed each half term during pupil progress meetings and annually in line 
with statutory guidance. When this coincides with transfer to high school, the SENDCO 
from the high school will be informed of the outcome of the review and where possible 
invited to the review. 

 

7. PARENTS AS PARTNERS 

The policy for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, and the arrangements made 
for these children in our school are available on our website and a paper copy can also 
be requested. 

 
The SEND Information report is sent to parents annually reminding them of our practice 
at Holy Family. This is also available on the School website. 

 

Additionally, on the school website is our local offer and the SEND report from governors. 
 

A named governor takes a special interest in special needs and is always willing to talk 
to parents. Moreover, the SENDCO can meet with parents by appointment at any point. 

 

We will have an early discussion with the pupil and their parents when identifying 
whether they need special educational provision. We take account of the wishes, 
feelings and knowledge of parents at all stages. We encourage parents to make an 
active contribution to their child’s education. 

These conversations will make sure that: 



 

10 

 

 

 
 

 Everyone develops a good understanding of the pupil’s areas of strength and 
difficulty

 We take into account the parents’ concerns

 Everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child

 Everyone is clear on what the next steps are

 Notes of these early discussions will be added to the pupil’s record and given to 
their parents.

 We will formally notify parents when it is decided that a pupil will receive SEND 
support.

 
8. The Local Authority local offer and SEND governors report 

Our contribution to the local offer is on our school website 

http://www.holyfamilysalford.co.uk/school-info/school-policies 

Our local authority’s local offer is published here: https://www.salford.gov.uk/localoffer 

The SEND report for governors is on our school website 
http://www.holyfamilysalford.co.uk/school-info/school-policies 

 

The SEND policy will be reviewed annually and ratified by the full Governing 
Body. 

http://www.holyfamilysalford.co.uk/school-info/school-policies
https://www.salford.gov.uk/localoffer
http://www.holyfamilysalford.co.uk/school-info/school-policies
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